Final Prompt
Final Project: An Exercise in Comparison
[bookmark: _GoBack]Your final project compares two primary sources: a movie-a movie; a movie-a videogame; a TV show-a novel; a short story-a photograph.
·       At the heart of this comparison is a claim.
·       You flesh out your claim by comparing 2-3 specific elements across the two primary source.
·       You support your claim with quotes from 1-2 secondary sources.

To illustrate: I claim, “Eleven of  Stranger Things and Eli of Let the Right One In are both, underneath their monstrosity, lonely children who seek friendship.”

As an expansion of this claim, I will compare 2 specific ideas: one is a plot-based comparison: Eleven and Eli help Mike and Oskar fight the bullies who hound them; then I do an idea-based comparison: Eleven and Eli empower Mike and Oskar to stand up for themselves because no one ever stood up for them.

In my discussion, I include specific scenes from Stranger Things and Let the Right One In. I will then use ideas from the Monstrous Children essay to support my discussion.

You could do either a presentation or an essay. Presentations can be collaborative. 

Here’s what I’ll look for:
Strength of claims made: Make a tangible claim, one which will be readily understood and can be elaborated sufficiently in the prescribed length.

Specificity: Pick 2-3 specific moments within each text that you compare. Describe those moments in sensory detail (sound, touch, sight, smell) weaved with narrative (action organized in linear time)

Tangible Opening: Begin with a specific scene. Funnel Out. From scene to idea. The other way round makes your opening abstract.

Comparative Analysis: As you compare moments from your two primary texts, flesh out with analysis. Don’t say why this comparison matters. Show it through the details you compare (in other words, don’t say we need to empathize with monstrous children. Compare the humane moments of the monstrous children, fleshing out their humanity, and let your listeners/readers reach this conclusion).

Textual Analysis: Chose specific quotes from your secondary source to support your analysis. Let there be a flow between your comparative analysis and the text you use to support this analysis.

Conclusion: Restate don’t repeat! Bring a fresh example or moment that illustrates your idea. Or show us a real life example in which your idea could manifest and connect it back to the primary texts. (For example, I could talk about a child prodigy who became depressed because in her heart she really wanted to be a child with playmates, like Eleven and Eli.)

Proposal: See below for details.

Length: Single presentations: 6-8 min. Collaborative presentations: 10-12 min. Papers; 5-6 double-spaced pages. Stick to the length and fill it well.
Grading Rubric: The final paper will be out of 30, broken down as below:
·       Strength of claims made (5).
·       Specificity (5).
·       Opening (2.5).
·       Comparative Analysis (5).
·       Textual Analysis (5).
·       Conclusion (3).
·       Proposal (2.5).
·       Length (2).
Proposal
You begin your proposal with a one sentence summary of your project. “I am comparing X with Y to show Z”
Then, have a bullet-point list of the elements you’re comparing across primary sources. End by mentioning the secondary text you’re using.
You will get teacher & peer feedback on your proposal.
Due dates:
·       Decision on what you’ll do for final project & proposal: Tuesday 04/11 (by class time)
·       Presentations: 04/27, 05/02
·       Final Paper: 05/10
*for collaborative efforts, make sure you write your proposal together. Just make sure each of you has enough material to present.
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